Karigane Junichi
http://senseis.xmp.net/?KariganeJunichi
(1879-1959) Probably number two player in Japan for the period between 1907 and 1926 when he was in the shadow of Shusai. Didn't join the Nihon Ki-in; his rival organisation Kiseisha played a match against the Ki-in, in which the 'group-capturing masterpiece' game of 1926 Karigane-Shusai occurred - it became the most anthologised game of the period (see Killer of Go). 

Later founded Keiinsha. He returned to top-level competition for an unfinished jubango against Go Seigen in 1941. 

In 1899 he played Korean champion Paek Nam-kyu, with alternate games being sunjang baduk. 

· Watanabe Shokichi 

· Tomita Tadao 

· Kodama Koryu 

· Momose Hisato 

· Fujiwara Shichishi 

· Inoue Kyuhi 

· Araki Chikayoshi 

· Takenaga Shoji 

· Inagaki Shuzaburo 

· Harada Magosuke 

· Namiki Kyozaburo
Karigane: Wild Goose
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[image: image1.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://gobase.org/k16/3662.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://gobase.org/k16/3d60.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://gobase.org/k16/306c.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.png]



雁金準一
http://www.yutopian.com/go/bookeg/PAY01.html

Killer of Go

by Sakata Eio - Item PAY01

A legendary work by a legendary player... 
"Razor-sharp" Sakata, so long at the forefront of the go world, produced, when he was at the height of his powers, a classic text on the theme of killing stones. 
This work went through more than 100 printings during the late 60s! 
Sakata conveys, with exquisite erudition, the thrill of the chase and the satisfaction of the winner when a well-planned attack bears fruits. At the same time, he offers a thumbnail sketch of the history of Go through the ages, masterpieces of attack from his own and others' games, fascinating glimpses into the nature of offbeat joseki and the shape of stones, as well as classic games which he fully annotates. One is the famous game between Meijin Shusai Honinbo and Karigane Junichi, hailed as a "group- capturing masterpiece played between the top players" of the day. 
This book is filled with murderous attacks, fatal stratagems and cutthroat technique, a special section tests the reader while analyzing in depth a classic. 
Sakata also fully annotates first game he played without a handicap against Go Seigen. 
This tour de force has been supplemented with a glossary and index, invaluable for beginners and aficionados alike, which greatly enhances its value as a reference resource. 238 pages.

Japan's Strongest Deciding Matches 

[The following is a translation of the Chinese translation of a piece by a Japanese 5-dan. My notes are given in the square brackets. In the translation, "Wu" is used to replace "Go Seigen". --- Jim Yu] 

When Wu defeated Shukaku Takagawa 8-dan, who had won 5 consecutive Honinbo titles, there was no legitimate 10-games series opponent for him left. Since the first 10-game series, Wu had faced and defeated 

· Minoru Kitani 7-dan, 

· Junichi Karigane 8-dan, 

· and Kuranosuke Fujisawa 6-dan 

of the prewar era, and 

· Utaro Hashimoto 8-dan, 

· Kaoru Iwamoto 8-dan (Honinbo Kunwa), 

· Utaro Hashimoto 8-dan (Honinbo Shou), 2nd time, 

· Kuranosuke Fujisawa 9-dan (2nd and 3rd time), 

· Eio Sakata 8-dan, 

· and Kaku Takagawa 8-dan (Honinbo Shukaku) 1956 

of the postwar era. It seemed that 10-game series was unable to continue. Therefore, at the end of 1957 (Showa Year 32) [My other records show that it should be at the beginning of 1957], Yomiuri Shimbun initiated and sponsored a championship tournament called "Japan's Strongest Deciding Matches." 

These matches were also called "Top Six Matches." Participants included all the 9-dans of the time. That is, Wu and the Nihon Kiin's Kitani Minoru and Eio Sakata; also, the "homeless" Hosai (Kuranosuke) Fujisawa who left the Nihon Kiin after losing to Wu in their last 10-game series [and also Utaro Hashimoto]. Besides these 9-dans, there was Kaku Takagawa 8-dan, holder of five consecutive Honinbo titles. Participants were the strongest players who could be invited. Although these matches were not named "Meijin Sen", the fans all regarded it as the actual Meijin Sen. [Indeed, the Yomiuri Shimbun called it the "defacto Meijin" tournament] 

According to the rules of these matches, there was no komi, and it was a double round-robin in which each pair of players were to play two games against each other (playing black by turn). By April of 1959 (Showa Year 34) [should be 1958 (Showa Year 33)], all matches, a total of 30, were finished. Among them, there were some historical matches such as Wu and Minoru Kitani's rematch after 12 years [should be 13 years], and Wu's new version of the "big avalanche joseki" (see Takagawa-Wu). 

To Wu, these opponents all had been beaten by him into "sente handicaps" [These special handicaps were used in Wu's 10-game series. At the start of each series, both Wu and his opponent would play like normal even games (players play black by turn). But when one of them had a net lead of 4 games in the series (it was almost always the case that Wu had such a lead), the trailing player would receive a "sente handicap" (It's called BWB handicap) in which he would have sente (black stone) in two out of three games. Then, if this trailing player would net 4 more losses, his "sente handicap" would become "long-sente", i.e. he would always play black. Of course, if he could net 4 wins after being handicapped, he would be promoted to play even games again (that, however, didn't happen to any of the opponents of Wu; Wu usually beat them with white too).], and now he had to agree to play with them in normal even games. One could understand that Wu might have different ideas, but eventually, Wu never suggested anything different from the rules. 

Finally, these 1st Deciding Matches ended with Wu winning by a record of 8 wins and 2 losses. In the 2nd Matches [in 1959], Sakata won by a record of 8 wins, 1 loss, and 1 tie; Kitani and Wu won 2nd and 3rd places, respectively. In the 3rd Matches [in 1961], the leading Wu lost his final to Sakata, thus tying Sakata for the 1st place. [That was the point that Wu started to fade. In the August of the same year, 1961, Wu was injured (including his brain) by a motorcycle in a traffic accident. His body would eventually recover, but his prime time was over.] 

	http://www.nihonkiin.or.jp/lesson/knowledge/history06.htm

院社対抗戦

	

	
	ところが日本棋院創立直後、1924年（大正13年）10月、五人の棋士が脱退し、「棋正社（きせいしゃ）」を結成します。

1926年、読売新聞の正力松太郎社長のおぜんだてで院社（いんしゃ）（＝日本棋院・棋正社）対抗戦が企画され、結果は日本棋院の圧勝に終わりました。

この対抗戦の第一戦は、秀哉名人（しゅうさいめいじん）と雁金準一（かりがねじゅんいち）七段戦で大正の争碁の名にふさわしく大変な注目を集め、新聞の発売部数が一挙三倍になったともいわれています。


http://www1.odn.ne.jp/~assembly/go_meikyoku.html
１９２５年（大正十五）九月二十七日から、打ち継ぎ五回、十月十八日終
本因坊　秀哉　名人（日本棋院）
雁  金　準一　七段　先（棋正社）
２５４手まで 黒 時間切れ負け
「院社対抗」（石取り碁の名局）

大正九年以来十五年振りに二局打ち、一勝一敗。六年後、院社対抗を背景に二人の決戦譜である。

黒４５と下をハネたために、一手過てば奈落に落ちるという壮絶な接近戦になる。白６０、本気で黒を取りに行く。
黒１０１最善手。黒１２９は１２６の白石を抜き、左下隅の劫を含みに中央を戦うべきだった。
白１３６のオキが妙手。白はセキか、黒の二手ヨセ劫。中央の一団が取られてはセキ崩れになる。
白１４０からの手筋で流れが白に向く。黒１６９、１７１と最強の応手。
白２１２、２１４と万全を期す。
白２１６は黒に劫材を与える危険な手だった。
白２３４で勝ち。
秀哉名人「作って六目くらい、白がよかろう」
持ち時間は十六時間。秒読みはなかった。

秀哉名人対雁金準一
１９２１年  一月 黒六目勝
１９２０年十一月 白中押勝
１９２５年  九月 黒時間切れ負け
http://www.britgo.org/bgj/01306.html
Shusai v. Karigane, 1926 

This game was played in 1926 between two of the leading players of the time, and has been admired ever since as an example of how Go should be played. Shusai, the last of the traditionally-elected Honinbo and Meijin, dominated the Go scene in the first years of the century. Karigane, though not so well known, was the leading player of the Kiseisha Academy. 

The game was played as the first of a series of matches between Kiseisha and Nihon Kiin, and as such was of great importance to the academies as well as to the players. They had met twice before in important games, winning once each. 

The quality and excitement of the play, as you will soon appreciate as you go through the game, were more than worthy of the importance of the occasion. After a calm beginning the two masters embark on a seemingly decisive hand-to-hand fight like beginners. Black loses a large group of stones, but the result is still in doubt; the life of nearly every stone on the board is called in question. This is a very exciting as well as a very instructive game. 

Black: Karigane, 7p 
White: Shusai, Honinbo, Meijin, 9p 
No Komi 
Time: 16 hours each then byoyomi. 
The game-file in Ishi and SGF format. 

	Figure 1 (1-24) 
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· White 2: One of Shusai's favourite moves. Rather unusual. 

· Black 7-11: This joseki is rather out-of-keeping with his influence-seeking move 5. However, Karigane must have intended to follow this line when he played 5. 

· White 12. High play because of his low position in the lower left. He should not play in the upper left because of the black attacks at A and B. Points 12 and 13 are miai (when one player takes one, the other player plays the other, of equal value), so that white gets the excellent point 14. 

· White 16: Separating the black stones in preparation for the invasion 22. 

· White 20: Necessary to complete his security in the corner. 

· White 22: Prevents black extension from either side. 

	Figure 2 (24-78) 
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· Black 25: Cannot play hane, because then white would draw back at B and then play either the cut at 25 or cap at 30. 

· White 26: A light play. 

· White 28: He follows the proverb by striking at the waist of the knight’s move, and by sacrificing one stone builds a huge moyo (area of influence) in the centre of the board. Shusai also contrives sente by the threat on the life of the isolated black group, which must connect with 35. 

· White 36 starts to build the other side of his moyo. 

· Black 39 allows him to connect at 41 with sente. 

· Black 43: The white moyo is too big for Black to be content with a small reduction from the outside; he must invade deeply into it. 

· White 46: If he plays at 60, black can live easily with the threat at 53. 

· Black 47: He could play at 48 for a small life after white 60, black 58. 

· Black 53: At this point the game was adjourned at the end of the first day’s play. The next three moves took two hours - even after the night’s analysis. 

· Black 61 ignores the chance of playing ko at 69. 

· White 66: Black now has no life. 

· Black 67: Karigane spent three hours on this move, deciding how best to attack the encircling white stones. 

· Black 71: The attack begins. Every move up to 100 is forced. 

· White 74: The only answer to the dual threat of C and D. 
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84 at 79. 


· Black 101 Leads to the ko. The game enters the most difficult and decisive stage. 

· White 112: 

	Diagram 1 
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· A daring and tough play. He could follow Diagram 1 to kill the Black group by double ko, but then there would be no weakness In the outer wall. 

	Figure 4 (112-211) 
[ Add 100 to each number displayed in the diagram. ] 
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116 ko at [image: image1778.png]


, 119 ko at 113, 122 ko, 124 connects at 113, 135 at 120. 


· White 120: A good move. Black (Karigane) thought after the game that he should have played here with 115. 

· White 136: The result he hoped for at 112, and made possible by 120, has come about. Black can no longer attack at 164, and will have problems with his central stones. 

· White 152: White builds moyo again, while attacking the central black stones. 

· White 158 extracts the last ounce of profit from his sacrifices at 128 and 140. 

By this stage Karigane was seriously short of time, and made several mistakes through the pressure on him. He eventually had to give up when his 16 hours were finished. Commentators felt, however, that the game was already won for Shusai at this stage, and that the margin would have been around 5 points. 

http://www.msoworld.com/mindzine/news/orient/go/history/newspaper.html
Introduction
The plethora of tournaments sponsored by newspapers is the most distinctive feature of Japanese go today, as it has been throughout the 20th century. Although there are cases of newspapers sponsoring events in China and Korea, the umbilical relationship that exists in Japan is unique.

This constant sponsorship has been a source of enormous strength for the entire go world, yet it has also been criticised recently as a source of weakness. The tendency of newspapers to report only their own events and to ignore all others totally did not matter much when the only significant go activity took place in Japan. But now international tournaments abound - and Japanese players generally are not doing too well in them. This self-imposed isolationism by the media is being seen as part of the problem. Changes are being urged.

Clearly the internet will also have repercussions on media activities everywhere. These are as yet unknown, but to help understand the changes to come, we will offer here a tour d'horizon of the landmarks in Japanese newspaper go over the last century and a bit.

Early History
It is well known that the support of newspapers came at a critical time in Japanese go history, for the ending of shogunal patronage at the end of the Edo period left even prestigious households such as the Honinbos close to destitution. But there was no cause and effect. It was simply the conjunction of two historical facts. On the one hand the conservative forces of the Tokugawa shoguns had been shown up by their inability to counter or cope with the intrusive new forces of western colonial powers. On the other, under the Meiji Emperor with his newly restored powers, many Japanese embraced western fashions with a passion that sometimes bordered on the hysterical.

One of the most significant western ideas imported was free-thinking newspapers. The passion for these was such that the many titles were soon competing fiercely against each other. New ideas were tried to boost circulation. One was a go column. There is, among some western go players, a vague belief that Japanese newspapers supported go at this time out of a sense of patriotic duty. There is no truth in this, and the players were not specially well rewarded. What is true, though, is that as the western faddism waned after the first heady decade, many people began to look again at traditional values and pursuits. Go did benefit from this feeling.

The Meiji Period
The Meiji period began in 1868. The first newspaper go column appeared on 1 April 1878. It was a game between Nakagawa Kamesaburo 6-dan and Takahashi Kinesaburo 5-dan - click here to download it in sgf format. Nakagawa was to be a leading light in Hoensha (he became its first vice-president in 1879) and was a son of Honinbo Jowa, and he won this game by the large margin of 6 points, with no komi. So clearly it was meant both to bask in and boost his prestige, but beyond that there seems to have been no special significance in the game. It took place in the house of the company's president. As was so often to be the case later, it certainly helped sponsorship if the boss was a go fan himself.

This game appeared in the Yubin Hochi Shinbun, a political broadsheet that spoke up on the freedom movements. It is now regarded as the first proper newspaper in Japan. It began in 1872 and ran until 1894 when it re-formed as the daily tabloid Hochi Shinbun, concentrating on sports and recreation. It remained a staunch supporter of go.

Another significant first followed soon: on 5 September 1878 the first-ever go book review appeared. It was for "Katsugo Shinpen" (Living Go, a New Edition) by Yokoo Kanekichi. This collection of outstanding tesuji problems is heavily featured in the modern Tesuji Dictionary by Fujisawa Hideyuki, and would well merit a reprint.

Yubin Hochi Shinbun continued publishing go twice a month but stopped in 1886 when it became a tabloid. However, it resumed with Next Move prize problems on 15 February 1890 when the anti-go chairman Yano Fumio retired. The first was from a game by Hoensha's Kobayashi Tetsujiro v. Hayashi Senji. Pros were allowed to compete. It was a big success.

In 1879, incidentally, Hoensha itself started publishing, in the form of the monthly Igo Shinpo. Also in 1879 Kiraku no Tomo (Leisure Friend), became the first magazine to feature go. It is common to speak nowadays of a leisure age, but clearly a similar feeling was abroad over a century before.

Yomiuri Shinbun
The Yomiuri Shinbun is a title well known to all go players. It began in 1874, and was far from the famous organ it was to become in the 1920s, but its involvement with go began in March 1885. Out of the blue it suddenly carried Game 4 of the 10-game match between Honinbo Shuho and Honinbo Shuei (click here to download). It proved very popular. At this time go games were published in one or two instalments, with simple comments - very simple at times, e.g. "Black 128 was good." This tradition carried on for a long time.

Having become the first to spot the interest in the drama of a ten-game match (the start of a tradition which helped turn it into the world's biggest newspaper), The Yomiuri in June 1885 published the first postal game in Japan, with Murase Shuho giving three stones (click here for the game). In 1899 it found a new gimmick, publishing the first telegraph game in Japan - the so-called "Tokyo-Osaka Go Telegraph Game" - over 100 days (click here to download).

Other Coverage Starts
Another paper that was to become a major supporter of go, the Kokumin Shinbun, began its coverage in November 1888. It was to merge later with the Miyako Shinbun in 1942 to become the Tokyo Shinbun, sponsors of the Tokyo Shinbun Cup.

Local papers got in on the act, too,of course. One very important one was the Kobe Shinbun which employed Ando Nyoi, author of the huge compendium of go history, Zain Danso, for a column from 1888.

Sponsorship
Nevertheless, at this stage the main patrons of go were not newspapers but individuals. The principal method of support was to pay top players to contest a ten-game match, though certain favoured players could rely on virtually continuous support - they were effectively salaried employees.

One of the most important of this type of sponsor was Takada Tamiko, wife of Takada Shinzo, head of the Takada Shokaisha trading company, who made his fortune from supplying the military in the Russo- and Sino-Japanese wars. She diverted much of this money into go, and is classed with Inukai Tsuyoshi and Toyama Mitsuru as one of its three great patrons. She paid a monthly stipend to Honinbo Shuei, Yasui San'ei and Nakagawa Kamesaburo, for instance, and also supported the Shisokai study group. Inukai and Toyama were politicians, and Inukai in particular was able to play a prominent part, becoming prime minister in 1931. He played a major part in bringing the young Go Seigen from China to Japan (because his political platform included friendly relations with China).

Post Sino-Japanese War
Go columns themselves were boosted by the favourable economic climate after the successful conclusion of the Sino-Japanese war in 1895. Indeed, the biggest go column of the Meiji era began on 7 August 1896 in the Jiji Shinpo. This paper ran from 1882 to 1936, when it became the Tokyo Nichinichi Shinbun and later the Mainichi Shinbun (sponsor of the Honinbo). Its founder was the famous educationalist Fukuzawa Yukichi. He claimed to have been inspired to run a go column by the Times of London's chess column. Given Fukuzawa's high moral tone about everything he did, we may safely conclude that he saw in go a morally didactic tool rather than a commercial gimmick. If so, this was a first of another kind.

The war with Russia, which ended in 1905, marked another watershed. Apart from the nationalist fervour it unleashed, it led to yet an economic boom as factories supported the war effort. In turn this created the conditions for a sharp growth in the number of media titles, many of which covered go. Although it was becoming possible to regard go almost as a barometer of Japan's economic health, the stage where newspapers sponsored tournaments had still to be reached, however.

The nationalist tabloid Nihon (published 1889-1914) began a go column in 1904 in which someone called Inoue Yasunobu discussed josekis. In 1905 the Yorozu Choho started publishing Honinbo-Hoensha games. In 1906 the Tokyo Nichinichi Shinbun began publishing historical games. In the same year the Tokyo Niroku Shinbun pubished readers' games and the Mainichi Denpo featured the professional Hirose Heijiro on fuseki.

In 1907 the Miyako Shinbun (another Tokyo paper, founded in 1888) started featuring the games of Karigane Jun'ichi's faction (that is, in rivalry to the Honinbo school). The following year the Tokyo Asahi Shinbun chose as its gimmick young players' games, and in 1909 the Chugai Shogyo Shinbun, a trade paper, entered the lists concentrating on new games (click here for a sample game). Also in that year the Yamato Shinbun chose young players' and women's games as its theme, the Osaka Asahi Shinbun, naturally enough, focused on games of the Kansai Study Group, and the Chuo Shinbun also picked on the games of young stars - presumably the fees were lower than for top players, but these found their niche in the Tokyo Mainichi Shinbun which started coverage of their games in 1910.

Moving Forward
The Yorozu Choho and the Jiji Shinpo, however, moved go coverage to a higher level than their rivals, to the extent that they could be regarded as sponsoring go rather than merely reporting it or carrying instructional articles. The Yorozu Choho, founded by Kuroiwa Ruiko, inventor of renju, made its name by publishing translations of famous works of western literature, and so its go audience was largely cultured readers of that stamp. It continued heavy support of go until the mid twenties. It eventually merged with Tokyo Maiyu Shinbun, and was perhaps too closely associated with Kuroiwa (also one of the main translators) to survive his death. But Yorozu Choho had one long-lasting effect in that it alternately featured games from the Honinbo school and Hoensha, thus helping to bring them together and to unify the go world (click here for a sample Yorozu game).

The Jiji Shinpo was able to continue its high-profile go coverage until the early Showa under the banner New Games of Go (Igo Shin-teai) but its peak came when it managed to secure the rights to the first games of the young Go Seigen even before he arrived in Japan - the so-called "contract games" (keiyaku gassen - click here for a sample game). They were never really able to cash in on these, however, and, as mentioned above, they were soon swallowed up in a merger with Tokyo Nichinichi Shinbun, which had its own go tradition by then (click here for sample game).

Shoriki Matsutaro
For go, one of the most significant events of the age was the botched assassination attempt on the prince regent, Hirohito - the Toranomon Incident - for it brought on the scene Shoriki Matsutaro. Although not directly involved, as head of the Tokyo police force he was forced to resign, and take up a new career as president of Yomiuri Shinbun, then in a slump. He proved to have brilliant aptitude for newspaper publishing. Among the innovative changes he introduced were sensational news coverage, a full-page guide to radio programs, and support of sumo and go (this was the age of the greats, Futabayama and Go Seigen, though it could be argued he made them great). He also founded the perennial baseball champions, Yomiuri Giants.

It was not just in the introduction of new themes that he excelled. He also had a gift for attracting interest in the way they were covered. In the case of go he installed huge open-air boards in the city centre, and had games played (rather uncomfortably for the players) in the specially constructed all-glass room on top of the Yomiuri building. In short, he didn't just report news stories, he created them.

His first go gimmick was to sponsor the grudge match between Honinbo Shusai and Karigane Jun'ichi in 1926. It was wrapped up as a match between their respective schools, the Nihon Ki-in and Keiinsha, but everyone knew that the filling was the important part of the sandwich. Luckily for the Yomiuri, the two main protagonists responded with one of the most spectacular and famous games in go history (click here to download), given added piquancy by the fact that Karigane lost on time despite a time allowance of 16 hours (Karigane would have lost by six points anyway, it was reckoned).

Fukumenshi
One of Shoriki's innovations was to make sure no-one missed the significance of the games by employing journalists to write colour pieces. They were known by the pen-name Fukumenshi (Incognito), presumably meant ironically as the various holders of the title soon became well known. They even created their own dynasty - Fukumenshi I, Fukumenshi II and so on.

The first was Inoue Takuji. His new style of go column, observation rather than commentary, written in an elevated style with obscure allusions became popular at once. Ever alert, Shoriki and other papers capitalised on this by adding to the team of observers famous literary figures such as Kawabata Yasunari and Muramatsu Shofu. Kawabata's long association with go eventually led to the barely fictionalised account of a famous game between Honinbo Shusai and Kitani Minoru in his novel Meijin (translated by Edward Seidensticker as Master of Go). The novel began as a series of Mainichi newspaper reports on the game.

Go observers (rather than reporters) became big assets after Yomiuri's Fukumenshi (Inoue Takuji). Hochi had Seki Setsuzo (pen name Seki Seigetsu), Tokyo Nichinichi had Kojima Kazuo (pen name Ko Ichinen), Jiji had Ikoma Hosho (pen name Rokuroku O) and Mitani Suihei (pen names Sanrensei and Renmei. Under the latter he reported on the first Kitani-Go Seigen 10-game match). The fourth Fukumenshi Mihori Sho also became famous before the war, covered the Kamakura match between Kitani and Go, and later became vice-president of Hochi Shinbun.

The Late 20s
Stimulated by Shoriki's success with the 1926 match, the Tokyo Asahi Shinbun made a special contract to cover the Nihon Ki-in Oteai games in 1927. This can probably be regarded as the first sponsorship of the corpus of professional go players. Previously, the most usual sponsorship was an event known as a win-and-continue tournament (or by crusty old fogeys as a lose-and-retire tournament). Starting with random players, the winner stayed in the arena, taking on all-comers until he lost, and then his vanquisher took over. The main excitement came when players set up long winning streaks. It worked well for many years while there were few pros, for this meant that losers could soon expect to have another crack of the whip. With the merging of Hoensha and the Honinbos and the formation of the Nihon Ki-in in 1924, the number of available players sharply increased and there was pressure to spread the rewards around.

The Asahi-sponsored Oteai naturally proved very popular with the players, and in the absence of other tournaments, the Oteai acquired enormous prestige (the name was copied from sumo; there were many other little features at the time that accentuated the comparisons between go and sumo, both traditional pursuits enjoying a revival together).

Also stimulated by the success of the Yomiuri, the Tokyo Nichinichi Shinbun started a new stars' win-and-continue tournament (the Shinshin Uchikirisen) in early 1926, which was not innovative but which neverthless became a succes d'estime because the young Kitani Minoru, having made his name in the Yomiuri's Nihon Ki-in/Kiseisha match, put up a remarkable performance by winning 10 in a row.

The Hochi Shinbun, after the effective end of the Kiseisha, started the first-ever league (for 6 and 7-dans). It was a time when western words were in vogue in some quarters, and it was sexily named with the English word "league" - which has stuck.

The Jiji Shinpo's plans centred on Go Seigen and they later ran the first 10-game match between Go and Kitani, but they lacked Shoriki's flair for hype.

The Mainichi Shinbun attracted special interest with a series of even games, irrespective of grade, with komi.

Kitani's Steak
But the Yomiuri did not rest on their laurels after the Nihon Ki-in/Kiseisha match. Not everything they touched turned to gold, of course. They tried first a ten-game match between Nozawa Chikutomo and Suzuki Tamejiro from 1927-30. From 1930-32 they ran a win-and-continue tournament. In 1932 they ran a Japanese championship to celebrate their 20,000th issue - a significant event but not yet at the level of regular sponsorship of one title.

They struck gold, however, in 1934 when they began a win-and-continue tournament (labelled "Who's the strongest player in Japan?") which had several novel features: it was restricted to high-dan players; each contest was a best-of-three; and, most important, the prize money (for longest winning streak) was the massive sum of 3,000 yen!

At that time a bowl of noodles cost 8 sen (100 sen = 1 yen), cigarettes cost 10 sen, university entry fees were 50 yen, and you could buy a house for 1,000 yen.

Lots were drawn and first up were Kitani Minoru 6-dan and Iwamoto Kaoru 6-dan. Kitani lost the first game but won the match 2-1.

The series continued thus:

· Kitani beat Kato Shin 7-dan 2-0 

· Kitani beat Segoe Kensaku 7-dan 2-0 

· Kiatni beat Hashimoto Utaro 5-dan 2-0 

· Kitani beat Go Seigen 6-dan 2-0 

· Kitani beat Miyasaka Shinji 6-dan 2-1 

· Kitani beat Onoda Chiyotaro 6-dan 2-1 

· Kitani beat Kubomatsu Katsukiyo 6-dan 2-0 

· Kitani beat Hasegawa Akira 6-dan 2.5-1.5 

· Kitani beat Maeda Nobuaki 6-dan 2-0.

The series ended through lack of more opponents (click here for sample game). Since Kitani had been clocking up equally impressive results in other games, he had thus proven himself as superior to all other players, including Go Seigen, as Go was to prove later. Yet he has never been given full credit for this achievement, possibly because when Go came to prominence later Shin-fuseki had already galvanised the amateur go public, and it was also possible for the media to play the race card - China versus Japan. Readers of the Yomiuri column at the time of the Kamakura games, for instance, in the early stages of the war, were inclined to bring politics into it, and there is no doubt that the match attracted a level of melodramatic interest that has helped Go's exploits remain in the public eye more than Kitani's.

Nevertheless, Yomiuri's extravagant prize of 3,000 yen did have one remarkable long-term effect. Kitani used it to buy his large house in Hiratsuka, and so was able to take in lots of students, most of whom have become among the most famous players of the modern age.

1935 onwards
The leapfrogging among the various papers, and of course the efforts of the players themselves in Shin-Fuseki, meant that the period around 1935 saw newspaper go reach new levels of public interest. Asahi possibly still had the edge with their Oteai games, but Mainichi came back strongly with the preparations for the first Honinbo tournament, via Shusai's retirement game, and the Yomiuri drove a great wedge into Asahi's preeminence with its series of ten-game matches. These three big papers devoted a quarter of a page to their go columns, with enough room for the addition of reference diagrams for the first time. In newspapers, go was then up with sumo and baseball.

This was all knocked sideways by the war and paper shortages. Go players, as prominent people, were sent overseas to play teaching games with soldiers, and so space was made available for go in newspapers. But as the war progressed, go gradually disappeared. The Yomiuri was a notable bastion of retained go throughout.

Post Second World War
Loss of the war, of course, was an even greater impediment. There was an inevitable hiatus after the war, and newspaper go activity cannot really be said to have begun again in earnest until about 1955. Yet, remarkably, go columns resumed first with the Yomiuri-Hochi (temporarily merged during the war) in December 1945, followed in August of the next year by Mainichi.

An often overlooked consequence of the war was the massive loss of games records and newspapers during the fire-bombing of Tokyo. Some games of this period have only recently come to light. These include some in the private papers of Kitani Minoru.

He was the top player at the time, at 8-dan. Go Seigen had left the game for religious pursuits in early 1946. Of the 7-dans, the youngest was 26-year-old Fujisawa Kuranosuke (Hosai), and a three-game match between him and Kitani sponsored by the Shin Yugata newspaper was a beacon for the new post-war age of go. The games hoarded by Kitani included Game 3 of this match. From the notes he added in his own hand, we now know that it was played on 27th, 28th and 29th April 1946 at the house of a Mr Saiga.

Shin Yugata
The editorial staff of the now defunct journal Kido researched this event and found a microfilm of the Shin Yugata in the National Library in Tokyo. There are considerable gaps, including the first edition, but they were able to piece together a reasonable outline from the game reports and observer's comments.

The Shin Yugata was a single-sheet tabloid newspaper printed back and front and was started by Nagai Tatsuo, Kobayashi Hideo, Hayashi Fusao and others on 21 January 1946. The day before the commentary on Game 1 was begun, in the issue for 20th February, they loudly trumpeted the fact that the three-game match announced in their launch issue was about to be published. The announcement made it plain how proud a small newspaper like Shin Yugata was to publish something relating to the acme of the go world.

Iwamoto Kaoru 9-dan has written in his autobiography "Igo o Sekai ni" (Go to the World) that, 

"The Yamato Shinbun games began on 20th [December]. The news was brought to me by a supporter, someone called Iwata. The game fee was 500 yen per game and the first to be played, so far as I can recall, was Kitani against Fujisawa Kuranosuke."

The Shin Yugata merged with the Yamato Shinbun in 1958, to become the Kokumin Times, and ceased publication in 1959. But as Iwamoto made precise entries in a diary, this is more than mere confusion about names of newspapers. The Kido staff speculated that no agreement was reached on conditions for games under the Yamato Shinbun banner, and then the Shin Yugata took over, but either way it is clear that it was a case of sponsorship rather than simple reporting. 
One interesting facet of this match is the power of the sponsor to change tradition. In Game 1, which he won, Kitani was White, giving the handicap of Black in two games out of three. In Game 2 Fujisawa should have been White, because by this time the Edo practice of making the order of games BBW had been replaced by BWB. It seems that it was at the sponsor's urging that Fujisawa again took Black instead, to make it more likely they would go into a third game. Fujisawa won as expected, and the third game was played (click here to download). 

Conclusion
The post-war period of newspaper go in Japan has been a period of constant growth, and most newspapers have retained their involvement throughout that period. But since the various tournaments are described in detail elsewhere on this site, we will leave our survey there.
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A Brief History of Modern Go

The main activities of the Nihon Ki-in were to be as follows :

1. Matches were to be held twice a month, with time limits of six hours per player for 4-dans and under, and eight hours for 5-dans and up, with 8-dans being allowed extensions to 20 hours. The professional handicap system was revised, with one rank being made the equivalent of one third of a stone, instead of one half as hitherto.

2. The Nihon Ki-in was to be the sole body issuing diplomas, with a promotions commit​tee meeting twice a year to make promotions based mainly on the previous year's results.

3. Regular go lectures were instituted.


4. The Hoensha and Chuo Ki-in magazines

were abolished and replaced by the Nihon Ki​in magazine Kido. The publication of books was also planned.

Plans were also made for training young players, teaching women, establishing branches all over Japan, and so on.

The activities of the Nihon Ki-in com​menced on 23 July 1924, with the holding of the first official matches. Kido published its first issue in October. Then, in April 1926, the long ​awaited Nihon Ki-in headquarters at Tameike in Akasaka was completed. Until it was burnt down in a bombing raid in 1945, this building was the centre stage of Japanese go.

The defection of the Kiseisha

The unity of the go world did not last long. In October 1924 the Nihon Ki-in announced that five players had been expelled. The truth is that Karigane Jun'ichi 6-dan, Suzuki Tamejiro 6-dan, Takabe Dohei 6-dan, Kato Shin 6-dan, and Onoda Chiyotaro 5-dan had defected. The inclusion of Takabe Dohei in this group is ironic, considering the crucial role he played in founding the Nihon Ki-in, but he seems to have been a very restless person who was never long content In May of 1924 he had started behaving erratically, taking off for a tour of China and Manchuria in the midst of the preparations for setting up the Nihon Ki​in. On returning to Japan, he plotted with the other players mentioned above to leave the Nihon Ki-in and set up a new body called the Kiseisha (the 'go justice society'). Needless to say, this earned him the enmity of Baron Okura.

The Kiseisha was supported by the Hochi Newspaper, which objected to the Nihon Ki​in's practice of assigning games for publication by lot (this was to avoid having the newspapers concentrate on a few star players in their go columns). The Hochi, which was the newspaper most enthusiastic about go, published the games from a knockout tourna​

ment the Kiseisha organized. However, after about a year Suzuki rejoined the Nihon Ki-in, followed soon after by Kato. With just three players left, that took much of the interest out of the Hochi tournament

At this point, Shoriki Matsutaro, the presi​dent of the Yomiuri Newspaper, stepped in. Seeing a chance to promote his newspaper, which, with a circulation of less than 100,000, was not the giant it is today, he took up the cause of the Kiseisha and issued a public chal​lenge to the Nihon Ki-in. At first the Nihon Ki-in directors were inclined to ignore it, but the Yomiuri conducted a skilful campaign to arouse public opinion. Shoriki also approached Shusai personally, and the balance was tilted by a statement issued by Shusai: 'A match would help to raise the level of go. I regret the necessity for me to obtain the permission of the Board of Directors to play outsiders.' The Nihon Ki-in directors gave way, and on 27 September 1926 the historic match between the Nihon Ki-in and the Kiseisha began.

The match took the form of an irregular knockout tournament, with each player con​tinuing until he was defeated. Most attention was focused on the lead-off game, the first encounter between Shusai and Karigane in six years. (Bringing about this game was the main point of the whole exercise.) The hostility be​tween the two over the Honinbo succession was well known, so there was enormous public interest. Playing time was 16 hours each, and the game was purposely split up into many sessions so that the Yomiuri could prolong the newspaper coverage as much as possible. Demonstration boards were set up in public places all over Japan to relay the latest moves, and game figures were published every day, with eye-witness accounts by famous writers.

The project was an enormous success for the Yomiuri, which is said to have tripled its circulation. The game also lived up to expecta​tions, and in fact is one of the most spectacular games in go history, being one massive fight from beginning to end. After seven playing sessions spread over 23 days, Karigane, who played black without giving a komi (he had been promoted to 7-dan by the Kiseisha), lost on time, but he was behind anyway.

Things did not improve for the Kiseisha after this initial setback.
